
Bay Area Community Resources; 
Brighter Beginnings; Catholic 
Charities; Child Abuse Prevention 
Council; Community Financial 
Resources; Community Housing 
Development  Corporation; Contra 
Costa County Employment & Human 
Services Department, Community 
Services and Workforce Services 
Bureaus, East Bay Works, and the 
Service  Integration Program; Contra 
Costa Crisis Center/211; Contra Costa 
Health Services/Family, Maternal  
and Child Health;  Diablo Valley 
College; First 5 Contra Costa and  
First 5 Centers; Michael Chavez 
Center; Money Management  
International; Opportunity Junction; 
Richmond Community Foundation; 
Rubicon Programs; Spark Point 
Centers West and East County; 
United Way of the Bay Area;  
VITA partners.

FESP is staffed and  
chaired by First 5 Contra Costa. 

FESP Coordinating 
Council Members

• Join us! We meet on the third 
Thursday of every other month 
starting in January from  
9:00–11:00 am.

• Recruit volunteers to become tax 
preparers, provide space for tax 
preparation, or assist in outreach 
efforts for the EKS campaign.

• Incorporate financial education 
services into your program to help 
families become financially stable.

• Use the online resource directory: 
www.assetbuilding-bayarea.org.

• Volunteer and/or support local 
agencies helping low-income  
Contra Costa residents.  

How You    
  Can Help

For more information, call  
(925) 771-7331 or visit 

www.firstfivecc.org

A public, private, and  

nonprofit collaborative  

dedicated to increasing  

the income and  

building the assets of  

low-income families and  

individuals living in  

Contra Costa County.

Family 
Economic 

Security 
Partnership



About the Family Economic
Security Partnership (FESP)
FESP was formed in 2003 to help Contra 
Costa County’s low-income individuals and 
families achieve long-term financial stability. 

Research shows that financially secure 
individuals are more able to weather 
economic crisis, maintain employment and 
upgrade their job skills, provide for their 
children’s health and well-being, and invest 
in their communities.

Our Goals 
• Create a countywide vision and strategies  

to leverage community resources and 
enhance community collaboration in  
order to increase the economic security  
of low-income families and individuals.

• Implement initiatives to help low-income 
families and individuals increase their 
financial knowledge, well-being, and assets.

Financial Education
To help people get, save, and keep  
income and assets, FESP:

• Co-created an online resource directory 
for staff to use with clients, with local 
information about benefits and income 
supports, housing and workforce assistance, 
and credit and debt assistance:   
www.assetbuilding-bayarea.org

• Promotes efforts to increase CalFresh  
(food stamps) enrollment.

• Encourages social service agencies to include 
financial education in their programs.

Free Tax Assistance
To ensure that low-income workers receive  
all of their tax credits, FESP:

• Supports the United Way’s regional Earn 
It, Keep It, Save It (EKS) campaign, which 
provides free tax assistance to thousands 
of Bay Area workers annually. Learn more 
at www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org or call 211 
during tax season to find tax assistance sites. 

• Encourages workers and families to claim 
the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), one 
of the most effective anti-poverty strategies 
in the country.

What FESP Does

Awareness, Collaboration  
and Engagement
To raise awareness, foster collaboration,  
and build community engagement, FESP: 

• Holds regular meetings for members to 
share information and resources.

• Sponsors trainings, forums, and special 
events to share and promote financial 
stability research and programs.  

• Convenes a policy committee focused on 
anti-poverty and financial stability policy 
and legislation.

• Explores and promotes information  
about the root causes of poverty.

• Encourages member agencies and 
individuals to call for policy changes.


